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Tourists visiting the
Island exceed one lakh

in the past 13 days

15 February 2025

115,043 foreign tourists have visited
the island in the first 13 days of this
month alone

The Tourism Development Authority
stated that 367,804 foreign tourists

have visited the island since January 1
this year.

Accordingly, the largest number of
tourists in February has come from
countries such as India, Russia,
Britain, Germany, France and China
(Aruna Ik News)
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Sri Lanka group protests
in front of US Embassy
over USAID funding

ECONOMYNEXT - A fringe Sri
Lankan group protested in front of the
US Embassy in capital Colombo and
urged US President Donald Trump to
investigate if the USAID funding was
used to oust former leader Gotabaya
Rajapaksa through mass protests.

Coalition Against Partition of Sri

Lanka, a little known fringe group with
dozens of people who claimed to be
patriots also urged Trump to take action
against the current US Ambassador for
promoting LGBTQ among Sri Lankan
children.

Soon after his taking oath, Trump
under his executive orders said: “There

are only two genders: male and female”
Social media reports have said the US
money through its funding agencies
and partners have been used to spread
chaos in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
Ukraine, Syria, Iran, Pakistan, India,
UK and the US.

“We are now looking into how this
money has been used for the regime
change (in Sri Lanka),” Sarath
Weerasekara, a former minister under
ex-president ~ Gotabaya  Rajapaksa
government, a retired Navy Admiral,
who was a participant at the protest,
told reporters.

“We might have internal problems
within ourselves and with parties. But
we don’t want a foreign country to poke
its hand into our internal matters” he
said while expressing his condemnation
for the activities of USAID and the

current Ambassador.

“On what basis the money was spent
and who was given money? We need an
inquiry on what purpose the money
was spent,” he said.

“What were the projects? How was the
money spent? We want to know all the
details”

“If the USAID is completely
investigated, we should be able to know
the details”

The US Embassy officials were not
immediately available for comments on
the protest.

The immediate aid freeze of US funding
on programmes aiming for diversity and
inclusiveness is likely to hit funding for
many local non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) in Sri Lanka,
sources have said.
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Marriage Proposals

A respectable family resided in
Gampaha district seeking a suitable
partner for their younger daughter
born in 1996. Height 5' 2". A MBBS
Doctor. Father is a retired Naval
Officer and the Mother is also an
English Teacher (Retired). Further
they have two sons, the elder son is a
Bank Officer and the second son
working as a Software Engineer. Both
are married to a Science Teacher and a
Software Engineer respectively.

Please contact the mother
on +94 71 836 7897 (Whatsapp).
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height 5" 6". The only brother is an
engineer.

Please contact the mother
(Shanthi) on +94 78 569 2230.

Sister in UK seeks a prospective partner
settled in the UK with the ability to
sponsor for marriage, for sister living in
Sri Lanka, a teacher with a diploma,
pretty slim fair 33 years of age, divorcee,
no children.

Please contact Ganga

on 07453332989 for further details

Retired father and mother from Kandy
district, seeks a suitable partner with
an executive grade job for their
daughter, who is academically
qualified English teacher born in 1991,

Govi Buddhist,
professionally qualified suitable partner
for her 39 year old daughter. She is a civil
engineer attached to a government
ministry in Sri Lanka. She got divorced
after 5 months of the marriage.

mother seeks a

For further details contact on
Subhashini.seneveratna@gmail.com

Send your Marriage Proposals to LNUK: lankanewsuk1@gmail.com
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Go Green with
GCompostahle
Black Garbage
Bags & Footl
Roller Bags!

Say goodbye to plastic waste and join the
sustainable movement with Sinhalite
Holdings’ compostable black garbage
bags and food roller bags! Our products
are designed to deliver strength and
durability while being kind to the planet.

® Why Choose Us?

® 100% Compostable & Eco-Friendly —
Breaks down naturally, reducing landfill
waste.

® Strong & Reliable — Built to last for
daily use, without compromising the
environment.

® Perfect for Homes & Businesses — Ideal
for both waste disposal and food storage.

Switch today and contribute to a cleaner,
greener future. Together, we can create a
better world!
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England lose to
India again to suffer
3-0 clean sweep

England's miserable tour of India ended
with another heavy defeat as they
suffered a 3-0 one-day international
series loss.

They were bowled out for 214 in 34.2
overs to suffer a 142-run defeat in
Ahmedabad.

Tom Banton, who has officially replaced
the injured Jacob Bethell in England's
Champions Trophy squad, played nicely
for 38 but there were poor shots from a
number of batters including Phil Salt and
Ben Duckett. The latter was visibly
struggling with an apparent groin injury
that he suffered in the field - and England
will assess the damage to determine his
involvement in the Champions Trophy,
which starts on 19 February.

There were also poor spells with the ball,

where  England's  attack  looked
one-dimensional and potentially light as
Banton replaced all-rounder Jamie
Overton.

India were bowled out for 356 off the final
ball of the innings, with Shubman Gill
making 112 from 102 balls, while Shreyas
Iyer added 78 and Virat Kohli 52.

The tour was Brendon McCullum's first as
England's white-ball coach and the ODI
series clean sweep defeat follows a 4-1
defeat in the T20s.

England's eeopening game of the
Champions Trophy is against Australia in
Lahore on 22 February. (BBC)
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