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“The British Coffee planter who carried
his Sri Lankan memories Down Under”

In the early years of 1844, coffee
plantations in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon)
were thriving. The British had established
coffee as a major crop, and the island
became one of the world’s leading coftee
producers. The fertile highlands of Ceylon
provided ideal conditions for coftee
cultivation, and many British planters
invested heavily in the industry.

John George Winchester Wilmot arrived
in Colombo, (then the British Crown
Colony of Ceylon) in the year 1844. He
opened Coftee plantations in
Kadugannawa and Kotmale. While

engaged in his plantations, Wilmot learned
to survey and also worked as a contract
surveyor. However, Wilmots desire for
plantations was truncated as the gold rush
in New South Wales prompted him to

move to Australia in 1852 to seek his
fortune in gold. Wilmot, without much
success in the gold rush, moved to
Melbourne and joined the Surveyor
General’s department as an assistant
surveyor and was entrusted with
surveying the telegraph road from
Melbourne to Benalla and became the
District Surveyor in Benalla in 1854.

My recent holiday with my family was in
Mulwala, a small town in the southern
part of New South Wales along the Murray
River. It is well-known for its beautiful
Lake Mulwala, popular among visitors as a
water  sports  and
fishing destination. The
most phenomenal
incident during the
holiday was when we
found a little town
known as
“Baddaginnie”  along
Benalla Road where
Wilmot was in charge
of surveying the town.
The town was named
by Wilmot after some
Ceylonese workers
who worked for him
and did not speak
English but always they
uttered the word “Bada- gini” meaning
empty stomach in
Sinhalese.(Wikipedia-Baddaginnie,
Victoria) The town has a primary school, a
jubilee hall used by the community for

various events, and a Fire

Brigade all named after
“Baddaginnie”
Wilmot imbued with his

memorable planting days in
Ceylon, had named another
town “Dimboola” in the Shire
of Hindmarsh in the
Wimmera region of western
Victoria, Australia 334
kilometers  northwest  of
Melbourne. The name
“Dimboola” is derived from a
town in the

highlands of Sri Lanka called “Dimbulla”
meaning “Land of Figs”. The relationship
of the name to this area is suggested to
have come from the many fruit trees
found in the area, many of which were
figs. Dimboola is also a popular holiday
destination with its Pink Lake where the
water turns bubble gum pink during the
rainy season. (Wikipedia -
Dimboola, Victoria)

While surveying for the Victorian
government, Wilmot named several
places, some of which bore Sinhalese
names such as Baddaginnie, Dimboola,
and Dookie( from duka, sadness) Wilmot
died in the year 1895 at his home in
Brighton after suffering from a lung
disease. His survey field notes were a rich
legacy to the Victorian government and
are still being put to good use today. A
wave of nostalgia swept over me when I
learned about the history of the above
towns deriving from
Sinhala names. As Sri
Lankans, we owe a sense
of gratitude to John
George Winchester
Wilmot for his laudable
and exemplary work.

Ranjith Alwis

Melbourne, Australia

HC Bogollagama hosted a reception to honour the SL Cricket Team

Commissioner extended his best wishes to
the Sri Lanka National Cricket Team for
their ongoing tour of England.

High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to the
UK Rohitha Bogollagama hosted a special
reception at Sri Lanka House in London
on 27 August 2024 in honour of the Sri
Lanka National Cricket Team, who are
currently touring the United Kingdom for
a Test match series to take place from 21
August to 10 September 2024. This is Sri
Lanka’s first Test tour to England since
2016.

The evening was attended by
distinguished guests, including members
of the UK polity, diplomatic corps,
corporate leaders, British and Sri Lankan
cricket enthusiasts, and officials, gathered
to celebrate the team’s visit and to show
their unwavering support for Sri Lanka’s
most beloved sport.

In his address, High Commissioner

Bogollagama highlighted Sri Lanka's
deep-rooted connection with cricket,
tracing its origins back to how the British
first introduced the sport to the island in
the 1830s. He emphasized how cricket has
since evolved into a national passion,
becoming part and parcel of Sri Lankan
culture. He also spoke of cricket bringing
everyone together and thereby becoming a
symbol of solidarity The High

Mr. Mahinda Halangoda, the Team
Manager of the National Team, also
addressed the gathering, expressing his
gratitude to  High  Commissioner
Bogollagama for hosting the event. He
reflected on Sri Lankas rich cricketing
heritage, underscoring the significance of
the sport in the nation’s history.

The Sri Lanka National Cricket Team’s tour
includes three Test matches: from 21 to 25
August at Old Trafford, Manchester; 29
August to 2 September at Lord's, London,
and 6 to 10 September at The Oval,
London.

The Reception at Sri Lanka House was a
reaffirmation of the close ties between Sri
Lanka and the United Kingdom,
particularly through the shared love of
cricket. The event underscored the
enduring bond between the two nations,
forged through a common sporting
heritage and mutual respect.

The Sri Lanka National Cricket Team will
continue their tour of England with
matches scheduled at the Lord’s and at The
Oval, and they carry with them the best
wishes of the Sri Lankan community both
at home and abroad.
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Marriage Proposals

A respectable family resided in
Gampaha district seeking a suitable
partner for their younger daughter
born in 1996. Height 5' 2". A MBBS
Doctor. Father is a retired Naval
Officer and the Mother is also an
English Teacher (Retired). Further
they have two sons, the elder son is a
Bank Officer and the second son
working as a Software Engineer. Both
are married to a Science Teacher and a

Software Engineer respectively.

Please contact the mother
on +94 71 836 7897 (Whatsapp).

height 5" 6". The only brother is an

engineer.

Please contact the mother
(Shanthi) on +94 78 569 2230.

Sister in UK seeks a prospective partner
settled in the UK with the ability to
sponsor for marriage, for sister living in
Sri Lanka, a teacher with a diploma,
pretty slim fair 33 years of age, divorcee,
no children.

Please contact Ganga

on 07453332989 for further details

Retired father and mother from Kandy
district, seeks a suitable partner with
an executive grade job for their
daughter, who is academically
qualified English teacher born in 1991,

Buddhist,
professionally qualified suitable partner
for her 39 year old daughter. She is a civil
engineer attached to a government
ministry in Sri Lanka. She got divorced
after 5 months of the marriage.

Govi mother seeks a

For further details contact on
Subhashini.seneveratna@gmail.com

Send your Marriage Proposals to LNUK: lankanewsuk1 @g mail.com
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